3 24                                                    LETTER TO  COURT
to establish the navigation of a new channel into this river, between the
island of Saugor and the east side of the Longsand, which had been dis-
covered and surveyed; we laid down buoys accordingly but the pilots,
unwilling to give up the knowledge they possessed of the former channel,
raised such an opposition to our endeavours that they could not be then
made to adopt it by fair means, and while the old channel by Ingelee and
Kedgeree was practicable we did not chuse to use any degree of compulsion.
18.    The old channel however has been daily choaking tip ever since
and is now become almost impassable; we therefore ordered Mr. Ritchie1,
our Marine Surveyor, to make a further examination of the new channel
which, though the season of the year was unfavorable to the attempt, he
sufficiently effected to shew its advantage over the former and to make
us resolve on establishing the use of it in future; two leading buoys were
immediately laid, those formerly fixed having been removed, and we have
the pleasure to inform you that some of the largest ships trading to Bengal
have already been carried out through this channel by the direction of
these buoys only, without any danger or difficulty.
19.    We think it so much to the credit of those who were the first
promoters of this navigation, whether by the service or example, that we
shall mention your [their] names for your information.    Captain McClary,
Commander of the ship Doddaly, was the first who made the trial of this
passage when the survey had been but recently made, and only two buo\s
laid in all the long track.    Mr. Green, Master in your pilot service who
had assisted Mr. Ritchie in the survey, encouraged the attempt under these
disadvantages, and himself conducted it.    He has been rewarded by the
Governor General, and the other pilots begin to be sensible of their former
error.
20.    The superiority of the new channel, exclusive of its immediate
security for the passage of large ships, affords this further advantage that
your Indiamen may hence forward be brought up to the neighbourhood
of Culpee and completely laden there without the risk or inconvenience
of lying in the open sea at the Burrabulla, which is a situation so unfavor-
able that it affords no shelter whatever from the violent winds which
blow during all the months of March and April and May, when sloops
can seldom approach near enough to deliver their cargoes on board, and
vessels of all sizes run a continual risk of being driven from their anchors.
21.    To the damages which your ships and the vessels laden with the
goods have invariably sustained in the abovementioned season you will
have known the few have received the complete ladings, until the [.....]
with the pilots require to enable them to take charge of them from that
station, and frequently until months repeatedly recurred [sic], and it has
been a constant practice for private ships of burthen to put to sea with
deficient cargoes because of the dangers and delays attending the comple-
tion of them at Burrabulla.
f 22.   We send you, by this packet, a copy of the draft of the channel